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That calls them from looking on faces most fair, 

To gaze upon features all writhed in despair — 

From listening to music, and love's sweeter tone, 

To hear the loud shriek, and the long, deep death-groan. 

The room where the servants sat down to their food, 

Was built on a rock which hung over the flood ; 

And all on a sudden the floor open'd wide, 

And whelm'd the poor menials beneath the dark tide. 

Alas ! what a change from their mirth and their glee, 

To struggle and sink in the cold foamy sea ! 

Ah, such were the sights and the sounds that did call 

The revellers that night from the Banquetting-hall. 



THE SETTLEMENT ON SWAN RIVER. 

Few speculations have at the outset excited such sanguine expecta- 
tions, or bnoyed the minds of adventurers up with dreams of such gol- 
den pl-omise, as the colonization of new countries. The glowing de- 
scriptions of seamen, to whom .-the very appearance of land, however 
dreary or unpromising, conveys the idea of a terrestrial paradise, after 
the monotonous prospect of boundless sea and sky, perhaps for months 
together, have misled many emigrants, who, from such exaggerated ac- 
counts, form ideas of a country, beautiful as the Garden of Eden — 
pouring in abundance from its fertile lap, every thing necessary for man's 
sustenance and gratification. 

Full of these Utopian visions, the adventurers quit a land where the 
artificial wants of mankind are numerous and varied ; and finding in the 
long looked for land of promise — not another EI Dorado, but a country 
possessed of many natural advantages, with some counterbalancing draw- 
backs, which only time, industry, and perseverance, can remove. 
Restricted at first in many of, the luxuries they had enjoyed at home, 
and necessarily suffering some privations, the idle wid desponding be- 
come dissatisfied and discontented, and by gloomy accounts of their 
success, deter the emigration of several industrious and enterprising in- 
dividuals, whose services would be invaluable in an infant settlement ; 
thus destroying the fair promise of many a thriving colony. 

The new settlement on the Swan River, bas, in this manner been the 
subject of much misrepresentation and exaggeration : various conflicting 
accounts have been received from the colony ; but we believe, that 
taking into consideration the numerous difficulties which first settlers 
must always encounter, the country is far from being an undesirable 
object of attention to the emigrant. The land becomes excellent after 
you pass a belt or boundary of white, barren sand, which borders the 
shore to a depth of from ten to twenty miles, and is a characteristic of 
the Australian coasts. Its dreary appearance, however, has had the 
effect of considerably damping the spirits of settlers on their first landing. 

We state these facts on the authority of a highly respectable indivi- 
dual, who with his family, emigrated to the Swan River in January, 
1830. We have now before us several highly interesting letters from 
this gentleman, and some members of his family ; they convey a faith- 
ful and accurate description of the colony and its circumstances, extracts 
from which we shall lay before our readers verbatim, as from them they 
will be able to form a more correct idea of the place than from any de- 
scription we could give. 
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"James's Valley, Swan River, 
" 16th June. 1830. 

" Here we are, all in good health, and tolerable spirits : after sustaining 
many difficulties and delays we arrived off the Swan River on the 8th of 
May. Immediately on our landing * * * • proceeded to i'reemantle, the 
port of this colony. 

" The appearance of the country is very unpromising — it is perfectly 
barren and uninteresting, consisting of small high ranges of hills covered 
with sharp broken rocks, and various petrifactions, which render them almost 
inaccessible ; these are only varied by other hills of loose white sand, some 
of which are clothed with brushwood, and shrubs of the most beautiful and 
rare species. The brushwood along the coast, and particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Freemantle, has been burned by the natives. 

" There is no clay soil to be found near the coast ; but the sand is as white 
as snow, and nearly as difficult to traverse. Its colour, in some spots, va- 
ries from light brown to dusky red — caused by the fallen leaves of the brush- 
wood, which alter its natural tint. This is the general appearance of the 
country until you approach the Blue Mountains. 

" The harbour is rather exposed, nor is there any safe anchorage for ves- 
sels, unless under Garden Island, which is a mere sandy islet, thickly 
covered with trees. A heavy surf also breaks on the shore when the wind 
blows into the harbour. 

"Vlst June. 

" * * * * has returned from viewing our grant of land ; he has chosen 
his lot on the banks of the Swan River, about thirty miles from this place ; 
the land we have heard is so good that hay has been cut off it last summer 
which sold for £40 per ton. 

" The winter is nearly half over, but the weather is still very variable ; 
some days cold and windy, others warmer than I ever felt them in Ireland, 
but the nights are all excessively cold ; — at this moment the air is so chilly 
that I can scarcely hold my pen. No weather, however, is considered severe 
here, unless when the wind is from the north-west, when it generally comes 
on in a tremendous gale, committing great devastation amongst such of the 
shipping as are not well secured by strong cables and anchors. 

" %ith June. 

" I have now, thank God, nearly weathered all dangers and difficulties, and 
am in the fair road to independence. I, in common, with many others, on 
landing felt much disappointment at the appearance of the country (having 
then only seen the coast) and determined on going to Van Dieman's land ; 
but being received in the kindest manner possible by the governor, who ex- 
pressed much interest for me, I was induced to go up the country and aban- 
don my intention of quitting the colony. My grant is situated in, and near 
the new town of Guildford; the quality of the land (which is meadow) is 
as fine as can possibly be. The town (now building) is beautifully situated 
on a peninsula, containing about one thousand acres, bounded on three sides 
by the Swan and Helena Rivers, and on the fourth by a fine hilly country. 

" I must allow there is much bad land here, but I feel confident that the 
farther you penetrate into the interior the better it becomes. The timber is 
excellent, and not in such abundance as to impede cultivation. The water 
is generally good, though muddy. The principal objection is the mode of 
conveyance, the rivers not being navigable very high up." 

The letters, from which the following are extracts, were written some 
months subsequent to the foregoing, after the family had removed from 
James's Valley to Guildford, and when a more accurate knowledge of 
the country may be reasonably expected. 

" Guildford, \0th Oct. 1830. 

" Now that we are in some degree settled here, I am better enabled to 
give you some information, which may be serviceable to those who intend 
to remain as settlers, or who come out with merchandize on speculation. I 
am well aware that the tide of public opinion is against emigration here, 
owing to the alarm excited by the reports of some emigrants who became 
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discouraged at the sterile appearance of the coast. I am only about thirty- 
miles up the Swan, yet I hare some as fine land as any in England — no 
white sand to he seen — but a fine rich country surrounding us, and a beau- 
tiful river— (about as wide as the Liffey at Carlisle-bridge) abounding with 
several kinds of fish. All that is required is to know the seasons for seed- 
sowing, and to provide^m^rra seed — the English being for the first year of 
no use. We are now commencing summer, every person busy gardening, &c. 
with every prospect of success. 

" If any have heretofore entertained doubts of the prosperity of the 
colony, they must soon vanish, as an exploring party under Lieut. ■ 
has just returned ; they crossed the Blue Mountains about ten miles from 
hence, and after a journey of about thirty miles, came in view of a most 
extensive country, and as far as the eye could reach, rich and beautiful 
beyond description, thinly wooded, with a fine river flowing nearly north. 
The principal pass to it is up the Helena valley, by my door. The governor 
and a large party propose going to visit it on the 23d. Since the discovery 
of this tract beyond the mountains, the lands on the Swan have risen con- 
siderably in value, so much so that it is now very difficult to procure any. 

" Let no one be afraid of coming out, provided they have not acquired ir- 
reclaimably idle habits ; they will soon become reconciled to any little in- 
conveniencies which may arise, and which every day must diminish ; for in- 
stance, almost all the houses in the colony are composed of what is called 
wattle and daub, but as all are at present alike, we feel no comparative in- 
feriority in comfort or appearance. 

" The best time for arriving here, in my opinion, is in the~spring ; you 
then avoid the adverse winds that blow on the coast from June until August, 
and during the cool spring months you will be enabled to traverse some of 
the country before you finally settle, and thus be better prepared to endure 
the summer heat. As the first year must be lost to the emigrant, it will 
be necessary that he should bring with him, at least, a stock of provisions 
for twelve months. 

" As to trade, almost every person here is engaged in some kind of traffic; 
but any one coming out with a stock of goods, such as I have specified at 
foot,* may be certain of meeting a ready market. Fashion is totally unne- 



* Irish Pork, lOd. to 13d. per pound. 
Hams, I6d. to2s. do. 

Tongues, 8». to 10s. each. 
Beef, fld. to 8d. per pound. 
Butter, 9s. 6d. to 3s. do. 
Ladies' shoes, 14s. to 18s. per pair. 
Mens* shoe", 18s. to')8s. do. 
Printed calico, ls.6d. to3s.6d.peryard 
Brogues (all sizes.) 
Delph and gla« (at any price ) 
Fine linen for shirts and sheets. 
Woollen cloths of all kioda. 
Coloured stuffs. 
Straw bonnets. 
Satteen, or jean for jackets. 
Nankinette, 
Ladies' frippery. 
Fins, needles, combs. 
Brushes, lowing silk. 
Bobbin, tape, gloves. 
Shirt buttons. 
Bonnets and cap ribbons. 
Cotton stockings, 
Biankets. 

Lace and lace veils, gauze. 
Silk handkerchiefs. 
Paper, wafers and wax. 
White calico, Welsh flannel. 
Starch and blue, ink-ponder. 



Linen and cotton cheque. 

Readymade clothes, fit for workmen. 

Shirts (striped) for workmen. 

Cloth, or cord jackets. 

Coarse worsted stockings (all sizes). 

Hats and Scotch caps. 

Window glass. 

Calf-skins, soal leather. 

Metal and tin saucepans. 

Pen-knives, razors. 

Fish-books and wire. 

Looking-glasses (small). 

Spectacles. 

Basket-salt. 

Linseed oil. 

Spirits of turpentine. 

Castor oil. 

Paint. 

Port. 

Sherry. 

Whiskey. 

Garden seeds of all kinds, from the 

Cape or South America, 
A draft horse will bring from 801. to ISO/. 
Milch cows from 20J. to 351. 
Pigs, (three months old) 31. to 51. 
Female goats from 31. to 51. 
A good milch ass would sell well. 
Cape or India fowl from 8s, to Hs.each, 
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cessary in selecting a stock, for as we can hare no manufactures here for a 
long time, we must depend for supplies on other countries ; the scarcity at 
present is such that almost every article sells at an extravagant price, as you 
may judge from the retail prices which I quote. 

" It would be an excellent time for a merchant to get rid of an old 
fashioned stock. If any of your friends come out let them bring introduc- 
tory letters ; they will find them of infinite service, as many persons of du- 
bious character hare arrived here already. Any one who settles here 
must work at first ; there is no place like an infant colony for curing idle 
habits. 

" The crops look very flourishingly, but they have yet to sustain the 
scorching heat of the summer sun, and if it does not injure them before 
they reaeh maturity, there is little doubt of their ultimate success. Some 
seed of many plants and vegetables have been sown, and I have not heard 
of any having failed. The rainy season is past, and the rivers which at 
that time had overflown their banks, have now subsided, and left on their 
banks a rich soil, which has thrown up flowers of the richest tints and per- 
fume in such profusion, that you cannot set down your foot without a feel- 
ing of reluctance. 

" We have had several visits from the natives ; they are said to be trou- 
blesome in some places, but here they have been extremely inoffensive. 
Summer has only commenced, yet the weather is much warmer than I ever 
experienced at home ; no person can remain abroad during the heat of the 
day — but the mornings and evenings (when the sea breeze sets in) are de- 
lightfully cool and pleasant." 



THE DEAD SEA. 



I had a dream : it was the Sea of Death, 
And nigh its desert beach methought I stood. 
The earth beneath me was all dark and bare ; 
The awful traces of Almighty wrath 
Were on its surface ; and the unseen hand, 
Which makes the lightning's fury ministrant 
To heaven's vengeance, had the verdure scathed, 
And spoiled the ancient beauty of that land: 
And o er its bosom, quenchless, with'ring flames, 
From the volcano's crater, like the stream 
Of Nile or Tigris, swell'd by winter-floods, 
Were pour'd in fiery torrents ; and the soil, 
From that dread hour, brought forth no shrub, nor herb, 
Nor aught to nourish life. 

The deep did seem 
Becalm 'd and motionless ; and from its caves, 
Where undisturb'd the dark bitumen lay, 
Ascended exhalations to the skies, 
So foul, so deadly, that the vital air 
Became corrupt and pois'nous ; and the bird, 
Which o'er its pestilential, vast expanse, 
Essay 'd her flight, lo ! fell down suddenly, 
As if by arrow stricken, unobserved. 

No sail, methought upon that waveless sea 
Had ever shone ; it would have been like hope 
Amidst the blackness of adversity ; 
But none appeared through all the fancied years 
In which 1 seem'd to gaze upon that flood : 
Nor in its waters living creature dwelt, 
For they had been accurs'd, and doom'd to sleep, 
Eneompass'd by a blasted wilderness, 
A waveless, stagnant, solitary thing ! 



